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Capitol Connections 
  Capitol Connections......... 
Dear Friends,
Heading into the three-day weekend, I want to encourage you to take a moment to pause and honor those who have served in the Armed Forces this Memorial Day Weekend.
According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, “Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the head of an organization of Union veterans — the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — established Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers. Gen. Logan’s order for his posts to decorate graves in 1868 “with the choicest flowers of springtime” urged: “We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance. ... Let pleasant paths invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let no neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided republic.”
It was a time when the country was healing from death, destruction, and deep division. But they came together to mourn, honor, and decorate the graves of those who died in a war that divided our country.
150 years later, it is important as Americans and Oregonians, that we continue to come together discovering we have much in common in a state that is increasingly diverse in both values, beliefs, and cultural customs. Our resilience rises from this diversity. 
Legislation Update: SB 1008 a thirty-three page bill that repeals much of Measure 11, passed late Thursday night. Four Republicans joined 36 Democrats for a minimum of 40 votes to overturn Measure 11 sentencing. This bill makes sweeping changes to Oregon's juvenile justice system. Measure 11 was put into law after being referred to voters as a ballot Initiative in the mid 90's. Prior to Measure 11 youth who were convicted of violent crimes were tried in the juvenile court system, would age out and be released without parole supervision in some cases. In one extreme case, a local teenager was convicted of violently killing his mother and was released at age 21 after serving 4 years in juvenile detention. According to Oregon District Attorney Association, violent crime has dropped more than 50% since Measure 11, with our crime rate for violent Measure 11 crimes being well below that national average.
There is a lot about SB 1008 that I support. I agree that the understanding of adolescent brain science is far more improved than 20 years ago and new considerations should be looked at. I support "second look" sentencing concepts and policies that provide opportunity for true rehabilitation. But we need to recognize there is a vast difference between youthful indiscretions and violent criminal acts. According to Marion County District Attorney Paige Clarkson, "This bill simply goes too far as applied to dangerous, violent youth offenders and undermines the will of voters who twice decided in favor of Ballot Measure 11. It fails in public safety and offender responsibility and leaves Oregon victims behind." And I agree. We failed to make the needed adjustments to SB 1008 that could have gotten broad bipartisan support. I'm disappointed that we continue to fail in taking important steps that would result in legislation that is truly consensus.
Marching towards Sine Die: This week the House added additional floor sessions.  Thursday evening, we finished close to 10:00 pm.  Long days moving forward. In addition, the Speaker announced we will have Saturday floor sessions beginning in June. Finally, we are at the point in session where both the Senate President and Speaker have given notice "sine die" is imminent, which allows committees to move bills quickly, by only requiring one-hour notice prior to committee meetings and posting of agendas.  It's hard to imagine one-hour notices to read through pages of bills and amendments and vote.  No thoughtful legislating here.  But apparently, it’s standard at this stage of session.  
 Also, thank you for participating in our survey questions last week regarding the kicker. The responses revealed 84% desiring the kicker to go back to the taxpayer.  Sounds pretty clear to me.  Thank you for your feedback.
Enjoy the holiday weekend and remember the sacrifice of those who protect our freedoms.  email: Rep.DenycBoles@oregonlegislature.gov I phone: 503-986-1419 address: 900 Court St NE, H-385, Salem, OR 97301 website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/boles
SUBSCRIBER SERVICES OPTIONS: • To stop receiving this newsletter, add new newsletters, or modify your subscription services click Manage Preferences  
• For questions about subscriber services, please email Help
• To delete your profile and stop receiving all messages and information from the Oregon State Legislature click Delete Profile   
Information provided may not be final and is subject to change.  If you have questions regarding the Oregon Legislative e-Subscribe service, please email leg.helpdesk@state.or.us, or call 503-986-1914.

This email was sent to 2ndvicepresidentbhrw@gmail.com using GovDelivery  · 707 17th St, Suite 4000 · Denver, CO 80202 · 1-800-439-1420 
  
