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Capitol Connection.....Creating Strong Communities 
  Creating Strong Communities....
Hello Friends,
Sitting on the sideline of our kids sports games most of us have heard various levels of disrespectful comments toward referees, players and sometimes other parents. In the work place, there's the break room jokes that poke fun at some coworkers at their expense. Here in the Capitol, headlines were made last winter regarding harassment in the workplace and the difficulty victims had resolving those issues. Clearly, most of us would agree there is a need at all levels for more respect. When we as a society fail to monitor ourselves and actions fall into clear levels of harassment and bullying, the legislature responds.  There are several committees hearing bills looking at standards and consequences. 
House Committee on Capitol Culture- 
This is a new joint committee that began meeting early in session - the Committee on Capitol Culture. Over the course of the past several months we've heard public testimony from many women who experienced harassment in the Capitol and there are many questions about how it was addressed and whether there is a strong framework to investigate and protect victims. There are pending lawsuits on these issues you may have read about in the news. This committee is taking a intense look on all the issues in this place of employment, especially in light of the public atmosphere of the legislature.   HCR 20-6 resolution and the 6th proposed amendment is the result of hours of discussion and meetings. The initial language did not include specific reference to preserving our right to free speech and balancing that with legislation aimed at fostering a respectful workplace. 
House Committee on Rules
When it comes to interscholastic sports in our local schools there can be widespread issues with conduct and behavior problems between schools and players and parents.  There are instances that escalate to intimidation and bigotry. HB 3409 testimony this week was powerful. This bill raises the bar and creates an improved statewide framework through OSAA for appropriate behavior.  I'm curious what you think about this concept. Please email our office and share your thoughts.
House Committee on Education
Last fall, a middle school constituent in my district was physically assaulted while attending school. Although the parents were eventually notified, they did not discover the severity of the assault, which resulted in a concussion, until it went viral on social media. The assault and the resulting concussion were significant, and the victim had to stay home for several weeks to recover. It really bothered me the parents did not know the extent of the assault as soon as it occurred. My colleague, Rep. Christine Drazen (R-39) had experienced a similar situation in her district. Together, we decided to sponsor HB 3032 which had it's public hearing this week.
If adopted it would amend ORS 339.356 regarding school district policy that prohibits harassment, intimidation, or bullying and cyberbullying and require districts to immediately inform the family if the student is physically harmed and within a reasonable period of time if the act did not physically harm the student.
In addition , it would require for both the victim, the perpetrator, and their families that the district notify and follow up with them regarding the results of any investigation into the act of aggression, and include notification and description on the types of mental health resources available to assist them.
 Come join me for an informational "meet and greet" to continue Community Conversations this month:
April 9, 5:30 pm Gilgamesh located at 2065 Madrona Avenue, Salem OR 97302
April 27, 9:00 am at McDonald's located at 5090 Commercial Street SE Salem, OR 97302
We've had a terrific turnout for the conversations held in Turner and Aumsville last month. Salem, it's your turn! email: Rep.DenycBoles@oregonlegislature.gov I phone: 503-986-1419 address: 900 Court St NE, H-385, Salem, OR 97301 website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/boles
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