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Capitol Connections..... 
  Dear Friends,
News broke this week that the state revenue forecast is at an all-time high. State economists shared the good news, Oregonians can expect to see $737 million in additional General Fund Revenue by the end of the 2019-2021 biennium.
The projected $1.4 billion-dollar kicker will be the largest in Oregon State history. The  "Kicker" for working families is estimated for households at around $700. State Economist Mark McMullen noted this is likely due “to federal tax changes signed into law in December of 2017, “referring to President Trump’s “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act”. The irony doesn't escape me. 
Shortly after hearing the news, Speaker Kotek and Governor Brown began tossing in their ideas on ways to retain the kicker and dedicate it to a variety of special interests such as pension debt, ODOT projects on 205, foster care, college affordability, and more. Speaker Kotek had her bill,which would keep half the kicker and dedicate funds to ODOT 205 construction, and the Clean Diesel Engine Fund, ready to introduce as HB 3440.
I believe most households deserve their well earned kicker, and will need the refund to reduce the impact of increased consumer costs that will occur as a result of the majority passing the gross receipt sales tax.
What do you think? Please take a moment to complete our one question survey. 
 
 The Capitol is in full swing again this week, and an exciting place to visit. If you’d like to make an appointment to discuss legislation you’ve read about in the news or heard in the community, please call my office. We’d be happy to discuss your concerns and ideas or schedule an appointment to meet.
Thank you for letting me be your voice in your state Capitol. email: Rep.DenycBoles@oregonlegislature.gov I phone: 503-986-1419 address: 900 Court St NE, H-385, Salem, OR 97301 website: http://www.oregonlegislature.gov/boles
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