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Confidence in Oregon is at an all time low

March 25, 2019

Dear Friends,  
 
This is my 5th year in the legislature. In the past 3 years we have
seen major changes in policy affecting Oregonians livelihoods and
cost of living. This year much of the legislation is aimed at those who
employ others. Based on conversations with business owners,
confidence in Oregon is at an all time low.

What grows an economy? Confidence! Why do people make
investments? Because they have confidence that the odds of getting a
return on that investment will be profitable. Why do people purchase a
certain brand rather than another? Confidence based either on their
own experience or from the recommendations of people they trust.

Why do entrepreneurs take risks? Confidence that their idea, market
research, workable plan, saleable product, and the willingness to



research, workable plan, saleable product, and the willingness to
commit themselves to hard work in their investment is a calculated
risk they are willing to take. President Obama ran on a mantra of hope
and change. He got elected but could not develop a confidence in the
business world that would grow the economy past a meager couple of
percentage points. After 8 years of little growth and little wealth, we
elected a president who ran on growing business, conservative
values, retrieving a middle class, and returning to greatness. He was
elected and our economy has exploded. Why? In one word,
confidence. Regulations would be reduced, taxes would be
decreased, and unemployment would be all but eliminated.

The US economy is good, and people have confidence that, if they
invest well, they will receive a good return on their investment. But the
changes being introduced in the Oregon legislature this year have
Oregon’s business community concerned. From the ag community,
real estate, manufacturers, construction, and retail, all have concerns
about these proposed policies. Rent control has already brought
about the opposite effect they thought it would, but the results they
were warned of. Rents increased, people were evicted, and properties
sold before the legislation could be signed. Very sad for many in the
lowest income brackets.

We live in a state where the growing majority of job creators lack
confidence that Oregon will provide a good future for their
business. Many of these people have poured their lives and their life’s
investment into their Oregon businesses. This year in the legislature,
more than any other year, I see ideology trumping economic policy
from folks who don’t understand small business. They don’t know
what it takes to employ people, what it takes to compete in a
worldwide market, and that most in agriculture can’t raise their prices
to accommodate increased costs of doing business. It is also
extremely difficult and costly for small businesses to afford health
insurance for themselves and their employees or see how raising the
cost of living in Oregon affects their ability to hire more workers.

In the last 3 years, we have seen minimum wage go up, paid sick
leave, predictable scheduling, limits on hours worked in a week, pay
equity and other bureaucratic mandates that I’m forgetting. This year
we have rent control that has already passed and a bill where
businesses that provide health care for employees will be taxed on
those health care premiums. We have bills regarding cap and trade
that will raise everyone’s energy costs, limits on your home mortgage



that will raise everyone’s energy costs, limits on your home mortgage
deductions, raising SAIF costs, and today HB3031 : 32 weeks of paid
family leave.

Unfortunately these will seem small compared to the upcoming tax
reform that will raise corporate taxes $2 to $4 BILLION dollars per
biennium. And we all know corporate taxes are passed on to the
individual. In more conceivable terms, a billion dollars is 1,000 million
dollars. That means to raise $4 billion dollars; you would have to raise
4,000 million dollars in taxes. When passed on to the people of
Oregon, which it will be, you would take $4 billion divided by 4.2
million people, which equals $950.00 per person or $3,810.00 in taxes
every two years for a family of 4. Is Oregon getting more
expensive? You can watch the needle rise. 

In a legislature that is ruled by a supermajority of Democrats in both
chambers as well as the Governor’s office, we Republican legislators
have little effect. But the voice of the people is what makes a
difference. For information on bills, committees, legislators, phone
numbers and email addresses as well as other government
information, go to https://olis.leg.state.or.us/ It will give you probably
more information than you want to know.

There’s not a better time to get engaged if you care about Oregon’s
future and how it affects you and your family.  

State Representative for Oregon House District 58

Wallowa & Union County Legislative Update Schedule Set for
2019 Session

Senator Bill Hansell (District 29) and Representative Greg Barreto (District 58) have
partnered with the Wallowa Co. Chamber of Commerce, Union Co. Farm Bureau and
OSU Extension Service to provide local constituents with updates during the 2019
legislative session via live video-conference connection to the Oregon State Capitol. The
video conference series provides a timely opportunity to interact with our elected officials
regarding proposed legislation of interest to you.    



regarding proposed legislation of interest to you.    

Interested parties may participate in the sessions by attending in person either at the OSU
Extension Service office in Wallowa County (668 NW 1st, Enterprise, OR, 97828) or at the
OSU Extension Service office in Union County (10507 N McAllister Rd, La Grande,
OR 97850). Each session starts at 7:00 a.m. and ends at 7:45 – 8:00 a.m. on the following
dates:

March 26
April 9
April 23
May 14
May 28
June 11
June 25

Please contact Debi Warnock (541-426-3143) in Wallowa County or Darrin Walenta (541-
963-1010) in Union County with questions regarding the video conferences or with
requests for additional information. 

BMCC Legislative Video Conferences
The first and third Wednesday of each month from February through June, Sen. Bill
Hansell (R-Athena) and Rep. Greg Barreto (R-Cove) will appear via video from Salem,
where they're in the middle of a Legislative session. The meetings will be open to all, and
participants can ask questions or air concerns, and discuss proposed bills with the
legislators.

The series of video conferences are held in the Boardroom in Pioneer Hall from 7-7:45am
and are hosted by BMCC and the Pendleton Chamber of Commerce.

April 3
April 17
May 1
May 15
June 5
June 19

Representative Barreto’s Committee Assignments for the 2019 Session 
Natural Resources Committee

Business and Labor Committee
Economic Development Committee

Helpful Links-
OLIS 

Oregon Legislative Information System
 OLIS is a new, web-based system that the Legislature uses to make information more

accessible. 



accessible. 

 Representative Greg Barreto Oregon State Legislature web site

 Oregon State Legislature web site
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Contacting the Salem Office

Email: Rep.GregBarreto@oregonlegislature.gov

Office phone: (503) 986-1458
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